Partner Schemes Evaluation 2017-18

The 2017-18 results in this report are based on the following sample sizes1 Volunteers: 73 respondents
2 School Staff: 13 respondents
3 Pupils: 306 respondents
4 Company Coordinators: 11 respondents

Please also note that all figures in this report are based on reported numbers
Infographics and charts sourced from infogr.am

To get involved or for more information, please contact:
Aisling Shiel
Senior Project Coordinator, Learn More
Tower Hamlets Education Business Partnership
Direct Tel: 020 7655 0319
Email: aisling.shiel@thebp.co.uk
Website: www.thebp.org

Our Engagement
Dear all,
Thank you to everyone who took the time to share their thoughts for our annual
Partner Scheme Evaluation*. As ever, your feedback will support us to ensure the
maximum benefit for pupils and volunteers participating in our schemes.
Our schemes would not be possible without the dedication and passion of our
Company and School Coordinators who drive the schemes forward. We are pleased
to report that a total of 114 Partner Schemes took place in schools across Tower
Hamlets.

*Partner Schemes include Reading, Numbers, Chess, Language, Computer, Sports, Music, Journalism, and
Debating Partners

Pupil & Teacher Feedback
My business partner helped to
show me that competing is good
but it doesn’t matter if I lose.
Learning maths can take you
good places.
Number Partner Pupil, Thomas
Buxton Primary School

We always encourage children to
take part in the scheme who
would benefit from developing
social skills and confidence. For
me, this is the biggest benefit the
scheme has.
SENCO, Lawdale Primary
School

My favourite thing [about my
Reading Partner] is that we talk
about the story and when I don’t
understand a word, she helps
me.
Reading Partner Pupil,
Bigland Green Primary School

Volunteer & Coordinator Feedback

I have thoroughly enjoyed
volunteering with the Reading
Scheme, and can proudly say
that I have seen the impact of my
volunteering first-hand.

Reading Partner Volunteer,
Allen & Overy

I have [volunteered on the
scheme] for years—thoroughly
worthwhile and great fun.
Reading Partner Volunteer,
Bloomberg

Thank you for setting this up
and laying it on for us. Lots of
boxes ticked, at minimum
cost!
Reading Partner Volunteer,
Bloomberg

Partner Scheme Testimonial

Being a Reading Partner can be an enriching experience for many reasons.
But for Ayesha, a volunteer from Allen & Overy, the significant impact she had
on her partner is beyond what she anticipated at the start.
Ayesha joined the Reading Partner scheme at Tower Hamlets EBP, having volunteered
in education before. She was partnered with a pupil who had been chosen to take part
in the scheme to improve his confidence in reading, which had been affected by his
stutter and meant that he struggled to read aloud. Ayesha was told that her partner
came from a large family, and as a result, rarely got a chance to read one-to-one at
home.
At first, Ayesha’s partner was incredibly shy; his stutter affected his confidence reading
out loud and Ayesha would struggle to hear him in a class full of other readers. Initially
focusing on increasing his volume, Ayesha asked her partner to shout out the sentences that had exclamation marks, and although he was reluctant at first, he was soon
reading at the same volume as the rest of his class. Ayesha also noticed that his stutter
caused him to avoid reading words that he struggled to pronounce; often missing complete phrases out of sentences. Together, Ayesha and her partner made up rhymes
and verses with those difficult words, sounding them out and repeating them, until
eventually, he had the confidence to say the words on their own.
By the end of the sessions, it was clear to see that Ayesha’s partner had become a
much more fluent and determined reader. “I am so proud of the progress he has made
and can genuinely say that the Reading
Scheme has greatly impacted his
confidence!”
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